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A recent  study found nurse staf f ing  shortages
l inked to  a  10.5% increase in  res ident  deaths
dur ing the height  of  the pandemic.

A top court  re instated charges  against  a  former administrator  and former medical  d i rector  at  a  Massachusetts  nurs ing
home.  The case a l leges  that  res idents  endured avoidable  suffer ing and death due to  the administrator 's  decis ions  to
merge res idents  with  and without  indicat ions  of  COVID-19 into a  s ingle  congregated space,  a  d irect ive that  conf l icts
with longstanding infect ion control  standards  and protocols .

With drug-res istant  superbug infect ions  on the r ise  and COVID-19 st i l l  a  health  threat ,  the nurs ing home industry
bemoans r is ing  costs  of  infect ion control ,  despite  a l ready being paid  to  provide a  safe  and c lean environment.  Due
to lax  enforcement  of  bas ic  safety  standards,  poor  infect ion control  i s  a  widespread and pers istent  problem.

Pr ivate equity  f i rms and real  estate investment  trusts  cont inue to  focus  on prof i ts  over  pat ients  and are opt imist ic
about  the senior  l iv ing industry .  LTC Propert ies  Chairman and CEO stated that  "demographics  are  on our  s ide as  needs-
based care cont inues  to  grow and the populat ion cont inues  to  age and l ive  longer."
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LTC BY THE NUMBERS
Razor-Thin Margins? The Ens ign Group, one of the
country 's largest nurs ing home operators , boasted of 
"part icular ly impress ive" results after acquir ing 19
operat ions in the f i rst quarter and a tota l of 42 new
operat ions in the past 12 months. I f nurs ing homes are 
running on razor-th in margins , as the industry often
cla ims, we have to wonder how they cont inue to report 
exceeding expectat ions.
Americans Want Safe Staff ing. Requir ing minimum
staff ing standards in nurs ing homes so res idents receive 
qual i ty care is supported by 89% of Democrats and 74%
of Republ icans, according to a new AARP pol l .
1 to 70. A former ass isted l iv ing execut ive states he was 
f i red in reta l iat ion for report ing severe understaff ing
levels  (one caregiver  for  70 res idents)  at  a  fac i l i ty  in
Washington.

GET THE FACTS
The not ion that  the "United States  i s  exper iencing a  nurs ing
shortage is  a  popular  narrat ive,  but  i t  i s  perhaps one that
ignores  a  more nuanced phenomenon.  The real  i ssue is  that
nurses  do not  want  to  work in  p laces  where they are
undervalued and underappreciated. . ."
Lawmakers  and union members  are advocat ing for  a  federal
minimum staff ing mandate and increased wages for  workers  to
improve pat ient  care whi le  the nurs ing home industry  i s
res ist ing the mandate due to  concerns  about  increased costs
and reduced prof i tabi l i ty .

The Long Term Care Community  Coal i t ion is  a  non-part isan,  non-prof i t  organizat ion dedicated to  improving nurs ing home care.

Vis i t  Nurs ingHome411.org  for  the latest  data  on staf f ing  levels  and qual i ty  for  every  U.S .  nurs ing home as  wel l  as  resources  on
res ident  r ights ,  qual i ty  standards,  and more.
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Chart  v ia  pre-proof  edit ion of  "Staff ing  Shortages,  Staf f ing
Hours ,  and Res ident  Deaths  in  U.S .  Nurs ing Homes Dur ing the
COVID-19 Pandemic.  For  more informat ion,  v is i t
https://www.jamda.com/art ic le/S1525-8610(23)00411-5/ful l text .

https://www.jamda.com/article/S1525-8610(23)00411-5/fulltext
https://www.mcknights.com/news/court-revives-criminal-covid-charges-against-nursing-home-leaders/
https://www.mcknights.com/news/court-revives-criminal-covid-charges-against-nursing-home-leaders/
https://skillednursingnews.com/2023/05/costly-endeavors-new-era-of-nursing-home-infection-control-comes-with-high-pricetag/
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-576r#:~:text=GAO%20analysis%20of%20CMS%20data%20shows%20that%20infection,homes%2C%20or%2082%20percent%20of%20all%20surveyed%20homes%29.
https://seniorhousingnews.com/2023/04/28/ltc-sees-most-active-investment-year-since-2015-with-100m-pipeline-to-come/
https://www.mcknightsseniorliving.com/home/news/business-daily-news/ensign-first-quarter-results-particularly-impressive-ceo-says/
https://skillednursingnews.com/2023/02/ensign-adds-17-skilled-nursing-communities-as-sabra-deal-closes/
https://www.mcknightsseniorliving.com/home/news/business-daily-news/earnings-call-wrap-up-welltower-omega-healthcare-investors-cvs-health/
https://www.aarp.org/research/topics/care/info-2023/voters-views-caregiving-support.html./
https://www.mcknightsseniorliving.com/home/news/assisted-living-community-accused-of-firing-exec-in-retaliation-for-reporting-inadequate-staffing-levels/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/why-international-recruitment-won-t-solve-us-nursing-staffing-crisis
https://www.mcknights.com/news/lawmakers-union-attack-ahcas-opposition-to-nursing-home-staffing-mandate/
https://skillednursingnews.com/2023/05/ahcas-parkinson-snfs-must-prepare-for-massive-staffing-mandate-battle-adapt-to-managed-care-mega-trend/
http://www.nursinghome411.org/
https://www.jamda.com/article/S1525-8610(23)00411-5/fulltext

